RSSA MDCT course – August 2011
The first RSSA Essentials in MDCT/CTA Course was held at the Sandton Convention Centre from 26 - 28 August 2011. The central location, easy access from the airport via the Gautrain, and the international faculty of four exceptional international radiologists contributed to a record attendance of 340 of whom 270 were radiologists. Congratulations to Professor Leon Janse van Rensburg who was able to persuade distinguished Professor Elliot Fishman of John Hopkins University School of Medicine, USA, to co-ordinate the course.
The course focussed on 64-slice MDCT and newer systems including dual-source CT scanners. The programme consisted of a series of 40-minute lectures that concentrated on specific topics in depth, including state-of-the-art technology and software. Participants had the opportunity to expand their knowledge of the latest concepts and principles of spiral/helical CT, with Professor Fishman emphasising the importance of studying the volumes and interacting with the datasets to optimise image interpretation. Professor David Naidich elucidated HRCT and provided a fascinating insight into imaging of the sub-solid nodule. Professor Jill Jacobs highlighted the intricacies of cardiac CT and CTA. Professor Karen Horton emphasised the complementary 2D and 3D techniques in CT colonography and imaging of small-bowel neoplasms. The use of CT in the GI tract, including the liver, spleen and kidneys, were all extensively covered.
There were anxious moments for the visiting faculty who had their return travel arrangements disrupted by Hurricane Irene on the east coast of the USA. Our thanks to them all for making the trip to South Africa, and we hope that they will return.

Congratulations to all those who participated in the poster and paper presentations. Our esteemed international judges were extremely impressed, and confirmed that these presentations were of an international standard. The prizes were awarded as follows:

2011 RSSA Travel Award: R40 000. To Dr Lizelle Clark: The role of multi-detector CT angiography as an adjunctive tool in the evaluation of paediatric cardiac disease in an African setting.
2011 RSSA Travel Award: R20 000. To Dr Braham van der Merwe: How we eyeball the small bowel: Newly introduced CT enteroclysis at Tygerberg Hospital.
2011 RSSA Best Poster Prize R15 000. To Dr Vicci du Plessis: Baseline chest radiograph appearances of HIV-infected children eligible for anti retroviral therapy.
2011 RSSA Poster Prize R10 000. To Dr Werner Steyn: Vanishing white matter disease, MRI imaging over four years.
2011 RSSA Poster Prize R5 000. To Dr Nishentha Govender: Adequacy of paediatric renal tract ultrasound.

Thanks to the Scientific Committee of Professor Victor Mngomezulu (chairperson), Professor Zarina Lockhat and Dr Christelle Ackermann; to Sune van Rooyen and the ConsultUS team for seamless organisation; and to all our sponsors for their support. We greatly appreciate their commitment to radiology training and teaching.

Clive Sperryn
President, RSSA

[image: image1.jpg]



(From left to right) Professors Leon Janse van Rensburg, Jill Jacobs (USA), Margaret Kinsana (Univ. Limpopo), David Naidich (USA), Zarina Lockhat (Univ. Pretoria) and Elliott Fishman (USA).

