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‘Teaching is the highest form of understanding.’ (Aristotle; 384 - 322 BC)

I recently attended a two-day course entitled ‘Postgraduate supervision 
in Health Sciences’ and was intrigued by the considerable number of 
clinical staff who were involved in demanding doctoral degree research, 
supervising Honours and Masters degree students.

The new exit requirements from the Health Professions Council of 
South Africa (HPCSA), alluded to in a previous editorial, place additional 
demands on radiologists in university-affiliated hospitals functioning in 
resource-limited environments. Despite an additional limited commodity 
(the research supervisor), original work is consistently produced and 
submitted to the SAJR, and other international journals, for consideration; 
this is a reflection of the practitioners’ dedication to scholarship.

The American educator, Ernest Leroy Boyer (1928 - 1995), President 
of the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, classified 
four types of scholarship (viz. discovery, integration, application and 
teaching) in his report Scholarship Reconsidered: Priorities of the 
Professoriate.[1] The four domains of scholarship proposed by Boyer 
described how the separate functions created a dynamic whole.

The identification of teaching as scholarship allowed teaching to 
receive institutional recognition and gave rise to the Scholarship of 
Teaching, or Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL),[2] as an 
essential activity in universities. Although teaching today may at times 
be considered routine and yet another inconvenient duty, when defined 

as scholarship, teaching both ‘educates and entices future scholars’.[1] It 
is this opportunity that is afforded to academics involved in supervising 
Masters degree students. The supervisor must be well-informed. At 
times, the process of guiding a student may seem a selfless endeavour, 
but it also allows a supervisor to gain knowledge and take pride in the 
student’s success.

SAJR editorial board
I am delighted to welcome Dr Farhana Suleman to the editorial board, 
which operates to assist the editor in the manuscript adjudication and 
editing processes. Dr Suleman is a fulltime radiologist at Steve Biko 
Hospital. Her willingness to be involved reflects her dedication to 
scholarship and the radiological literature.

Razaan Davis
Editor

1. Boyer EL. Scholarship Reconsidered: Priorities of the Professoriate. New York: The Carnegie Foundation 
for the Advancement of Teaching, 1997.

2. Hill PAL. Twenty Years On: Ernest Boyer, Scholarship and the Scholarship of Teaching. http://www.
teaching-learning.utas.edu.au (accessed 25 April 2013).

S Afr J Rad 2013;17(2):50. DOI:10.7196/SAJR.884

Scholarship and the research environment

Dr Farhana Suleman

Dr  Farhana Suleman, MB ChB, FCRad (D) (SA), MMedRad (D), did her internship in 1990 at Ga-Rankuwa 
Hospital. After some years in general practice, she moved to 1 Military Hospital as Principal Medical 
Officer in the General Radiology Department, subsequently to Dr George Mukhari Hospital’s Department 
of Diagnostic Radiology, and in May 2012 was appointed Head of Clinical Unit in Radiology at Steve 
Biko Academic Hospital and the University of Pretoria. She has contributed to the literature, with several 
articles authored and co-authored, and published locally and internationally, in inter alia Pediatric Surgery 
International, South African Journal of Radiology, South African Orthopaedic Journal, and Spine Journal.

The business of medical

AeroDr X70  
X-rAy system 

Complete versatility in your radiography suite.

Success in business relies on a combination of factors - technology, knowledge, support and experience. 

Then there is that X-factor, that willingness to break away from conventional thinking, to explore new and 

radical technology. That X-factor that is so prevalent at Konica Minolta Medical South Africa (KMMSA) and 

its innovative digital brand - bizmed. 

the new AeroDr X70 X-rAy system is proof of this.
All this just serves to reinforce what makes 

bizmed from Konica Minolta Medical South Africa 

so different, and what gives them that X-factor: 

international experience and quality, full support 

on all their products and a global business model 

with a uniquely local mindset. They know what 

their clients need. They know how to service them. 

And they know that they are the business! 

Or as they put it: bizmed – the business of medical.

ABoUt KoniCA minoLtA 
meDiCAL soUth AfriCA:   
bizmed from Konica Minolta Medical South Africa is 
the quick, easy and cost effective way of taking your 
analogue imaging systems and converting them 
into digital solutions that improve workflow and 
profits. Konica Minolta Medical South Africa, wholly 
owned by the Bidvest Group and headquartered in 
Johannesburg, is the sole importer and distributor 
of Konica Minolta computed radiography (CR) 
systems, laser imagers, digital imaging software 
options and the exceptional wireless flat panel 
detector - AeroDR - in South Africa. Konica Minolta 
Medical Imaging manufacters and distributes 
digital and traditional imaging products for 
diagnostic use by hospitals, imaging centres,and 
private practice physicians.

CONTACTS: Konica Minolta Medical South Africa: 
Chrizelle van der Westhuizen, +27 (0) 11 661-9401, 
chrizellevdw@kmmsa.com. Let Konica Minolta 
Medical South Africa look after the business of your 
medical practice so you can focus on looking after 
your patients. Call us today and take your practice 
into the digital realm.

AeroDR X70 offers value-for-money by switching 

any practice from analogue to digital, transforming 

new and existing radiology practices into a 

complete digital X-ray suite. “This product will 

send your practice into the 21st century”, says 

Chrizelle van der Westhuizen, Product Manager at 

KMMSA. “With the new AeroDR X70 system you will 

experience light and easy handling of the tilting 

bucky, table and ceiling suspended X-ray tube that, 

at a mere 127kgs, is the lightest in the world. This 

means that you can minimise patient positioning 

time dramatically.”

The AeroDR X70 system is powered by the unique 

AeroDR flat panel detector designed to suit a 

variety of X-ray rooms. The flexibility of the AeroDR 

flat panel detector enables the panel to be shared 

and used with wall stands, tables and cassette 

examinations. Add the AeroDR Auto-stitch solution 

and the specialised RamSoft PACS software and 

you have a digital radiology suite that lives up to 

the bizmed promise of looking after your business 

so you can look after your patients.

This emphasis on taking care of the business side 

of radiology is evident in the support that KMMSA 

offers alongside their products. “As a company 

that is owned by Bidvest we have the ability and 

the financial backing to offer our clients unique 

solutions, especially when it comes to paying for 

groundbreaking technology. Our clients are able 

to pay off the machinery in monthly instalments 

rather than having to come up with a huge once-off 

payment. This investment in our clients’ business 

is an investment in an industry in which we are 

committed”, says van der Westhuizen.

www.kmmsa.com
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